
NEWSNEWS

66  upscale   FEBRUARY 2009

THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT EXTENSION
The National Voting Rights Act of 1965 reinforced 
the Fifteenth Amendment, which outlawed dis-
criminatory voting practices that were respon-
sible for the widespread disenfranchisement of 
African-Americans. The most recent extension, 
signed by former President George W. Bush on 
July 27, 2006, left its original enforcement provi-
sions intact for the next 25 years. “It is impor-
tant because there are still active attempts to 
disenfranchise African-Americans,” says Ronald 
Walters, a professor of government and politics 
at the University of Maryland College Park and 
author of Black Presidential Politics in America. 
“When there are active acts to suppress the 
vote, it means the law has to be there to protect 
rights.”
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                   From the Thirteenth Amendment, which abolished slavery, to Brown v. Board 
of Education, which effectively ended legal segregation in public schools, legal proceedings have 

impacted our ongoing quest for freedom and justice. In honor of Black History Month, we look back at 
some high-profile milestones that have helped shape modern African-American history

Sens. Bob Dole (R-Kan., left) and Edward M. Kennedy, (D-Mass., far right), 
appear beside NAACP Director Benjamin Hooks on Capitol Hill on May 4, 
1982, to discuss the extension of portions of the 1965 Voting Rights Act.

066-069_UPSCALE_FEB09_court.indd66   66 12/21/08   2:15:29 PM


