






How has your relationship with her 
changed since before your prison sen­
tence? When I was a teenager I was 
rebellious like a lot of teens are; now I’m 
more careful in my thinking. It’s impor-
tant to develop a relationship with a par-
ent. I’m always going to be protective of 
them [my mom and sister]—sometimes 
I tend to be overprotective. If I don’t do 
anything else, I’m going to always make 
sure that my mom and sister are straight.

Is it hard to trust again? The only person 
I trust is my mama. That’s why I’m so 
overprotective of her. I left her once; that 
wasn’t by choice, that was by force. I don’t 
ever want to have to do that again. That’s 
why I chose a school close to home. If they 
need me, I’m just a phone call away and 
I’m there. I visit them about two or three 
times a week.

What was it like the day you were re­
leased? I was overjoyed, but I was still in 
a state of disbelief because it was so unex-
pected. I hoped for the best but expected 
the worst, because we had had so many 
disappointments before. I just wanted to 
go home.

What was it like in prison? Just being in 
that environment with people telling you 
what to do and having no choices—it was 
horrible. I never got comfortable there. 
Prison is the lowest point in life, besides 
death. I’m just happy now to live on my 
own accord.

What do you make of your experience? 
I’m a normal guy. I always felt like I 
deserved this second chance. I was just a 
teenager who did not make the best choic-
es. I’m not perfect. I thank all of those 
who supported me and my family.  

Do you think your experience is tied to 
your purpose in life? I don’t know what 
I’m supposed to do as I move forward 
with my life. It’s up to God. I just hope 
that it’s revealed to me in time. Now all 
I want to do is move on with my life and 
make my mother proud. n




